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Lively, relevant, controversial… there are many ways to describe A-level Politics. There’s no denying that it’s one of the most interesting and engaging 
qualifications you can choose.

Covering news and current affairs from the UK and US, it helps you understand how the UK country is run and develops research, written communication 
and debate skills. It also helps grow your confidence.

It’s ideal if you’re considering studying politics, sociology, ethics, advertising or journalism at university and is highly regarded by employers in industries 
including politics, international organisations, the media, government and the civil service.

Paper 1
Government of the UK

Paper 2
Politics of the USA

Paper 3
Political ideas

The basis of the British political 
system – how it is set up

& the system of devolution

The constitution of the USA & 
the system of federalism 

Comparing constitutional 
arrangements

Liberalism
Examined according to  the 
following;
• the individual and freedom
• human nature, 
• the state, 
• society and the economy

The Prime minister  and 
Parliament

The President and Congress

Comparing the UK and USA 
Executives

Conservatism
Examined according to  the 
following;
• the individual and freedom
• human nature, 
• the state, 
• society and the economy

The Judiciary and Supreme 
court of the UK and Europe

The Supreme court of the USA

Comparing the Judiciaries

Socialism
Examined according to  the 
following;
• the individual and freedom
• human nature, 
• the state, 
• society and the economy

Paper 1
Politics of the UK

Paper 2
Politics of the USA

Paper 3
Political Ideologies

Democracy and Participation

Elections and Referendums

Political parties

The electoral process and direct 
democracy

US political parties

Comparing electoral and party 
systems

Nationalism
Examined according to  the 
following;
• the individual and freedom
• human nature, 
• the state, 
• society and the economy

Pressure groups Pressure Groups

Comparing pressure groups

Revision of the course

The European Union and 
impact on Civil rights

Civil Rights

Comparing Civil rights

Political 
analyst

Civil 
service

Journalism Public 
Relations Teaching Lecturing Further 

study


